


 

 

C. Development Department 

1. PZ2021-803: 2197 Irvindale Drive - Sign Variance 

2. PZ2021-825: 2730 Shallowford Road - Field Lights Variance 

3. PZ2021-830: 5900 Peachtree Blvd - Flag Variances 

4. PZ2021-831: 4966 Buford Hwy - Streetscape 

5. TA2021-04: UDO Amendment - Sewer and Septic 

D. Police Department 

E. Parks & Recreation 

F. Finance 

G. Public Works 

H. Economic Development 

I. Community Engagement Department 

1. Chamblee Nonprofit Partnership Program 

2. Approval of PAC Recommendation for Mural Location 

4. Boards, Authorities, and Committees 

5. City Attorney 

1. 1st Reading of Ordinances 

2. 2nd Reading of Ordinances 

3. Exchange of abandoned right-of-way at Catalina Drive and Coronado Place 



 

 

6. Mayor and Council Items 

A. Mayor Clarkson 

B. Councilman Mesa 

C. Councilwoman Robson 

D. Councilwoman Lupton 

E. Councilman Mock 

7. Citizen Comments 

8. Executive Session 





 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Leslie C. Robson, Council District 2 
SECONDER: Karen Lupton, Council District 3 
AYES: Robson, Mock, Lupton 
ABSENT: Mesa 

1. Call to Order 

 Roll Call 
Mayor R. Eric Clarkson: Present, Council District 2 Leslie C. Robson: Present, 
Council District 1 John Mesa: Absent, Council At-Large Seat Brian Mock: 
Present, Council District 3 Karen Lupton: Present, City Manager Jon Walker: 
Present, City Clerk Emmie Niethammer: Present, Assistant City Manager Kristen 
Gorham: Present, Assistant City Manager Mercy Montgomery: Present, Assistant 
Planning and Development Director Andrew Russell: Present, Economic 
Development Director Laura Linman: Present, Director of Public Works Craig 
Mims: Present, Chief Kerry Thomas: Absent, Parks and Recreation Director 
Jodie Gilfillan: Absent. 

2. Announcements and Presentations 

3. Staff Action Items 

A. City Clerk 

1. Approval of Minutes 

a. City Council - Public Hearing - Work Session - May 13, 2021 6:00 
PM 

b. City Council - Regular Meeting - May 18, 2021 7:30 PM 

B. City Manager 

C. Development Department 

1. PZ2021-794: 4783 Peachtree Rd - Grapes and Grains Variances 

RESULT: REVIEWED Next: 6/15/2021 7:30 PM 

2. PZ2021-797: 1868 Dyer Circle - Stream Buffer Variance 

RESULT: REVIEWED Next: 6/15/2021 7:30 PM 

3. PZ2021-804: 3193 Clairwood Terrace - Setback 
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RESULT: REVIEWED Next: 6/15/2021 7:30 PM 

4. PZ2021-805: 3174 Chamblee Dunwoody Rd - Streetscape Variance 

RESULT: REVIEWED Next: 6/15/2021 7:30 PM 

5. PZ2021-806: 3640 Keswick Dr - Stream Buffer Variance 

RESULT: REVIEWED Next: 6/15/2021 7:30 PM 

6. PZ2021-808: 4041 Clairmont Rd - Mercy Housing Clairmont DCI 

RESULT: REVIEWED Next: 6/15/2021 7:30 PM 

D. Police Department 

E. Parks & Recreation 

F. Finance 

1. Mid-Year Budget Amendments 

RESULT: REVIEWED/DISCUSSED Next: 6/15/2021 7:30 PM 

G. Public Works 

H. Economic Development 

1. Chamblee Nonprofit Support Program 

RESULT: REVIEWED/DISCUSSED 

4. Boards, Authorities, and Committees 

5. City Attorney 

1. 1st Reading of Ordinances 

2. 2nd Reading of Ordinances 

1. TA2021-03: UDO Amendment - Nuisances 

RESULT: REVIEWED Next: 6/15/2021 7:30 PM 

3. Exchange of abandoned right-of-way at Catalina Drive and Coronado Place for 
property of equal or greater value currently owned by NCP Fund I Holdings, LLC 

3.A.1.a

Packet Pg. 6

M
in

u
te

s 
A

cc
ep

ta
n

ce
: 

M
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
Ju

n
 1

0,
 2

02
1 

6:
00

 P
M

  (
A

p
p

ro
va

l o
f 

M
in

u
te

s)



 

Reviewed 

6. Mayor and Council Items 

A. Mayor Clarkson 

B. Councilman Mesa 

C. Councilwoman Robson 

D. Councilwoman Lupton 

1. Elimination of Traffic Calming Annual Fee 

Reviewed/Discussed 

E. Councilman Mock 

1. Prospera 

RESULT: WITHDRAWN 

7. Citizen Comments 

 Motion to go into Executive Session for a personnel, real estate and legal matter. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Leslie C. Robson, Council District 2 
SECONDER: Karen Lupton, Council District 3 
AYES: Robson, Mock, Lupton 
ABSENT: Mesa 

8. Executive Session 

 Motion to exit Executive Session 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Leslie C. Robson, Council District 2 
SECONDER: Karen Lupton, Council District 3 
AYES: Robson, Mock, Lupton 
ABSENT: Mesa 

 Motion to hire Michelle Alexander as the City Planning Director 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Leslie C. Robson, Council District 2 
SECONDER: Karen Lupton, Council District 3 
AYES: Robson, Mock, Lupton 
ABSENT: Mesa 
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RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Leslie C. Robson, Council District 2 
SECONDER: John Mesa, Council District 1 
AYES: Robson, Mesa, Mock, Lupton 

B. City Manager 

C. Development Department 

1. PZ2021-794: 4783 Peachtree Rd - Grapes and Grains Variances 

Motion to approve variance one with staff conditions and to approve 
variance two with the following conditions:  
1) Applicant shall add artwork to the building facade along Peachtree 
Boulevard.  Artwork may cover the entire front of the building along 
Peachtree Boulevard; but will cover at least 49% of the building facade 
and may be related to the subject of Grapes and Grains; but may not 
be for the purpose of advertising.  Artwork shall be approved by the 
city manager under the advisement of our Public Arts Commission.   
 
A friendly amendment was made, by Council member Mock, for the 
applicant to have the initial conversation with the Arts Commission 
within six (6) months of the issuance of the Certificate of Occupancy.   

RESULT: MOTION TO GRANT - APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Leslie C. Robson, Council District 2 
SECONDER: John Mesa, Council District 1 
AYES: Robson, Mesa, Mock, Lupton 

2. PZ2021-797: 1868 Dyer Circle - Stream Buffer Variance 

Motion to approve PZ2021-797: 1868 Dyer Circle - Stream Buffer 
Variance with conditions of staff.   

RESULT: APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS - APPR 
[UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Mock, Council At-Large Seat 
SECONDER: Leslie C. Robson, Council District 2 
AYES: Robson, Mesa, Mock, Lupton 

3. PZ2021-804: 3193 Clairwood Terrace - Setback 

Motion to approve the setback variance for 3193 Clairwood Terrace with 
the conditions set forth by staff.  
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RESULT: APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS - APPR 
[UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Leslie C. Robson, Council District 2 
SECONDER: John Mesa, Council District 1 
AYES: Robson, Mesa, Mock, Lupton 

4. PZ2021-805: 3174 Chamblee Dunwoody Rd - Streetscape Variance 

Motion to approve with the condition that the applicant work with staff to 
develop and implement a landscape plan for the areas in front of and 
along the side fence line of their building to be completed as a condition 
of their certificate of occupancy (C.O.).      

RESULT: APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS - APPR 
[UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Mock, Council At-Large Seat 
SECONDER: Leslie C. Robson, Council District 2 
AYES: Robson, Mesa, Mock, Lupton 

5. PZ2021-806: 3640 Keswick Dr - Stream Buffer Variance 

Motion to approve the stream buffer variance for 3640 Keswick Drive with 
staff conditions.  

RESULT: APPROVE WITH CONDITIONS - APPR 
[UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Leslie C. Robson, Council District 2 
SECONDER: John Mesa, Council District 1 
AYES: Robson, Mesa, Mock, Lupton 

6. PZ2021-808: 4041 Clairmont Rd - Mercy Housing Clairmont DCI 

Motion to approve with Design Review Board and staff conditions, 
variance numbers 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13 and waiver 1 and deny 
variance numbers 3 and 10.   

RESULT: MOTION TO GRANT - APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Mock, Council At-Large Seat 
SECONDER: John Mesa, Council District 1 
AYES: Robson, Mesa, Mock, Lupton 

D. Police Department 

E. Parks & Recreation 

F. Finance 

1. Mid-Year Budget Amendments 

3.A.1.b
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Motion to approve the Mid-Year Budget Amendments resolution as 
submitted by staff.   

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Brian Mock, Council At-Large Seat 
SECONDER: Leslie C. Robson, Council District 2 
AYES: Robson, Mesa, Mock, Lupton 

G. Public Works 

H. Economic Development 

4. Boards, Authorities, and Committees 

5. City Attorney 

1. 1st Reading of Ordinances 

2. 2nd Reading of Ordinances 

1. TA2021-03: UDO Amendment - Nuisances 

Motion to approve the Unified Development Ordinance Nuisance 
Amendment as ready by the City Attorney.   

RESULT: MOTION TO GRANT - APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: John Mesa, Council District 1 
SECONDER: Leslie C. Robson, Council District 2 
AYES: Robson, Mesa, Mock, Lupton 

3. Exchange of abandoned right-of-way at Catalina Drive and Coronado Place for 
property of equal or greater value currently owned by NCP Fund I Holdings, LLC 

Reviewed and Discussed. 
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6. Mayor and Council Items 

A. Mayor Clarkson 

B. Councilman Mesa 

C. Councilwoman Robson 

D. Councilwoman Lupton 

1. Elimination of Traffic Calming Annual Fee 

 Motion to direct staff to amend the Traffic Calming Policy to eliminate the 
$25 annual fee, consolidate the process from two steps that require a 
30% and 25% neighborhood signatures to one step that requires 75% of 
the neighborhood signatures, and provide that in section 4.4 after the 
verified petition and final project design will be provided to the City 
Manager for action.  The City Manager shall place such projects in the 
capital improvement program for consideration by the City Council for t 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: John Mesa, Council District 1 
SECONDER: Karen Lupton, Council District 3 
AYES: Robson, Mesa, Mock, Lupton 

E. Councilman Mock 

7. Citizen Comments 
Ola , works at Ace Atlanta Bar & Grill.  About this same time last year they came before 
the council regarding the Sunday alcohol sales  He previously emailed them information 
regarding Brookhaven's hours staying open.   

8. Executive Session 

9. Adjournment 

 Motion to adjourn. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Leslie C. Robson, Council District 2 
SECONDER: John Mesa, Council District 1 
AYES: Robson, Mesa, Mock, Lupton 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Leslie C. Robson, Council District 2 
SECONDER: Karen Lupton, Council District 3 
AYES: Robson, Mock, Lupton 

5. Adjournment 

 Motion to adjourn. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Leslie C. Robson, Council District 2 
SECONDER: Brian Mock, Council At-Large Seat 
AYES: Robson, Mock, Lupton 
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City of Chamblee 
City Council Agenda Item 

Department: Administrative 
Prepared By: Jon Walker 

Initiator: Jon Walker 
ACTION ITEM (ID # 3025) 

 

SUBJECT:   TRAFFIC CALMING PROGRAM  
 

Meeting Date: July 20, 2021, 7:30 PM 

REQUESTED ACTION: 

Adopt the amended Traffic Calming Program as presented  

 

BACKGROUND SUMMARY: 

As requested by Council at the June 2021 Council meeting, staff has amended the  

Traffic Calming program to eliminate the annual fee 

 

Attachment List: 

Traffic Calming - 7.21 (DOCX) 

 
Review: 

Jon Walker Completed 07/07/2021 8:41 AM 

Jon Walker Completed 07/07/2021 8:41 AM 

City Council Completed 07/15/2021 6:00 PM 
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3. DEFINITIONS 
For purposes of this policy, certain terms and words are defined. Where words have not 
been defined but are defined in a subsequent section of this policy, those words shall 
have the meaning as defined therein. The following words, terms and phrases when used 
in this policy shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the 
context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

 
AASHTO means the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials. 

 
Affected Area means a geographic portion of a neighborhood consisting of all 
property owners whose quality of life as a resident in the neighborhood, and not 
necessarily as a traveler through the neighborhood, is being directly impacted by the 
cut-through or speeding traffic problem being addressed. The affected area will 
include all lots from which residents must traverse the traffic calming measure.  The 
affected area will also include all lots from which residents may have an alternate 
route without traffic calming measures but whose lots have driveways that access the 
residential street for which traffic calming measures are sought. 

 
Department means the Public Works Department. 

 
Eligible Petitioner means the person whose name is recorded as a property owner in 
the tax records maintained by the DeKalb County's tax commissioner and board of tax 
assessors for the address listed on the petition that falls within the affected area. 

 
Initiator is a real property owner who initiated a request for traffic calming measures 
and/or has assumed a primary role in circulating the subsequent traffic-calming petition 
and undertakes to serve as the City's sole contact with respect to the progress of any   
subsequent traffic study and traffic-calming petition. 

 
I. T. E. means the Institute of Transportation Engineers. 

 
M U T C D means the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 

 
Real property owners means homeowners or other real property owners as indicated 
in the tax records maintained by the DeKalb County tax commissioner and board of 
tax assessors. 
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transit routes. To reduce the chances of potential liability issues, vertical traffic 
calming measures should be signed and marked in accordance with reference 
material provided by the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) and the Manual 
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). 

 
Vertical traffic calming measures typically perform better when they are installed in a 
series, as opposed to a single isolated measure. The deceleration and acceleration of 
a vehicle, while negotiating a series of vertical traffic calming measures, is 
dependent on the number and spacing of the installations. ITE states that the typical 
spacing for speed tables is 300 to 600 feet; however, this spacing guidance can be 
applied to all vertical traffic calming measures. 

 
The implementation of vertical traffic calming measures can result in some traffic 
diverting onto parallel streets. This essentially moves the cut-through problem instead 
of solving it. Consideration should be placed on the concept of improving the 
neighborhood (not just improving the street). 

 
Vertical traffic calming measures include speed cushions, speed tables and raised 
crosswalks. 
 
7.1 Speed Cushion 

 
Speed cushions are narrower speed humps that are typically installed in the center 
of each travel  lane.  Speed cushions typically are six (6) feet in width.  Speed 
cushions typically range in length between seven (7) and ten (10) feet. Passenger 
vehicles will traverse the speed cushions in the same manner as a speed table. 
 
However, emergency vehicles can straddle the speed cushions due to their wider 
wheelbase. Thus, response times for emergency vehicles are not increased as much 
(if at all). 

 
Advantages: 

o Less expensive than speed tables 
o Effective in reducing vehicle speed 
o Does not affect emergency vehicle response time as much as speed tables 

Disadvantages: 
o Increases noise and air pollution in neighborhood 

3.B.1.a
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o Passenger vehicles with larger axle widths may be able to straddle the 
speed cushions 

 
 

7.1.1 Speed Table 
 

Speed tables are flat-topped speed humps. 
Speed tables typically measure between 
three (3) and four (4) inches in height and 
22 feet in length, with the flat portion being 
ten (10) feet in length. Speed tables are 
typically long enough for the entire 
wheelbase of a passenger car to rest on the 
flat top. Their long flat fields give speed 
tables higher design speeds than speed 
humps. Brick or other textured materials 
usually are used on the flat top to improve 
the appearance of speed tables, draw 
attention to them, reduce speed and 
maybe enhance safety. Like speed cushions, 
discomfort increases as the speed of the 
vehicle traveling over the hump increases. 
Speed tables are good for locations where 
low speeds are desired, but a somewhat 
smooth ride is needed for larger vehicles. 
 

Advantages: 
o Quicker response time for emergency vehicles than speed cushions 
o Effective in reducing vehicle speed, but not as well as speed cushions 
o Addition of brick or textured materials can improve aesthetics 

 
Disadvantages: 

o More expensive than speed cushions 
o Increases response time for emergency vehicles 
o Increases noise and air pollution in neighborhood 
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7.1.2 Temporary Speed Table Installation 
 

 
 
 

Temporary rubber speed tables can be installed in a location where permanent speed 
tables are being considered for placement. Installation of temporary devices allow the 
City to study spacing, device practicality and measure motorist feedback. These 
devices are not manufactured to withstand heavy traffic flow and high speeds; 
therefore, temporary speed tables should be installed for no more than 30-45 days to 
avoid damage. Installation of a temporary speed tables should maintain 12 inches of 

3.B.1.a
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approximately 200 feet from a stop condition or a small-radius curve. Other 
considerations include road speed, traffic volumes and emergency vehicle access.  
Spacing of speed tables should be field adjusted as needed for site specific conditions 
such as driveways, streetlights, on-street parking, pedestrian crossings, utility 
manholes and storm drainage. 
 
7.1.3 Raised Crosswalk 

 
Raised crosswalks have a similar shape to a speed table, but the flat top contains a 
striped pedestrian crosswalk. These measures should be elevated to a height that 
matches the adjacent sidewalk, such that the raised crosswalk is flush with the curb or 
top of sidewalk elevation at each end. There are not presently many curbs or sidewalks 
within the City. However, raised crosswalks must be installed with the appropriate 
sidewalk transitions on both sides to be compliant with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990. 

 
Advantages: 

o Provides a more visible 
pedestrian crossing 

o Quicker response time for 
emergency vehicles than 
speed tables 

o Effective in reducing 
vehicle speed, but not as 
well as speed humps 

o Addition of brick or 
textured materials can 
improve aesthetics 

Disadvantages: 
o More expensive than speed tables 
o Increases response time for emergency vehicles 
o Increases noise and air pollution in neighborhood 

 
NOTE: Lack of sidewalk infrastructure may result in a raised crosswalk not being 
applicable in the City. Raised crosswalks can be constructed without the presence of 
sidewalks, if there are ADA-compliant pedestrian landing areas with detectable warning 
strips on both ends of the raised crosswalk. 

3.B.1.a
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7.1.4 Raised Intersection 
 

Raised intersections can be used as a 
traffic calming measure while also 
alerting drivers to the potential for 
pedestrians or vehicles at an 
intersection. The physical attributes 
are similar to a speed table in that 
each intersection approach elevates 
to a height of three (3) inches over a 
length of six (6) feet. The flat top, also 
like a speed table, is provided throughout the entire intersection. 

 
Advantages: 

o Provides a more visible pedestrian crossing 
o Provides traffic calming along two roads 
o Quicker response time for emergency vehicles than speed tables 
o Effective in reducing vehicle speed, but not as well as speed tables 
o Addition of brick or textured materials can improve aesthetics 

Disadvantages: 
o Very expensive compared to speed cushions and speed tables 
o More expensive than speed tables 
o Increases response time for emergency vehicles 
o Increases noise and air pollution in neighborhood 
o Could create drainage impacts 

 
8 Horizontal Traffic Calming Measures 

 
Horizontal traffic calming measures incorporate raised islands and curb extensions to 
prevent vehicles from traveling in a straight line at excessive speeds. Vehicles either 
slow down while maneuvering around the horizontal obstacle, or slow down due to 
the physical perception of a narrower roadway. To reduce the chances of potential 
liability issues, horizontal traffic calming measures should be signed and marked in 
accordance with reference material provided by the Institute of Transportation 
Engineers (ITE) and the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). 

 
The implementation of horizontal traffic calming measures can result in some traffic 
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diverting onto parallel streets. This 
essentially moves the problem instead of 
solving the problem. Consideration should 
be placed on the concept of improving the 
neighborhood (not just improving the 
street). 
 
Horizontal traffic calming measures 
include neighborhood traffic circles, 
chicanes, intersection bulbouts, chokers 
and center island medians. 

 
9 Neighborhood Traffic Circle 

 
Neighborhood traffic circles are raised islands placed in intersections, forcing traffic 
to circulate around the raised island. The traffic circle is typically circular in shape 
and can include landscaping within the raised island. The raised island in the 
center of the intersection typically measures between 16 and 24 feet in diameter. 
Neighborhood traffic circles can be controlled by YIELD signs on all approaches, 
STOP signs on all approaches or a combination of free-flow conditions along the 
major street and STOP signs along the minor street. Traffic circles prevent drivers 
from speeding through intersections by impeding the through movement. 
 
Neighborhood traffic circles are most effective when there is vertical planting 
material in the center. This adds to its visibility to the driver and provides aesthetics to 
the neighborhood. 

 
Advantages: 

o Effective in reducing vehicle speed 
o Can reduce severity of motor vehicle collisions 
o Opportunity for landscaping and improved aesthetics 

Disadvantages: 
o Difficult for left-turning emergency vehicles 
o Possible need for right-of-way, depending on size of raised island 
o Increased cost/labor for maintenance of landscaping 
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Bulbouts improve pedestrian safety by providing a refuge and shortening the crossing 
distance. 

 
Intersection treatments can be retrofitted into an existing intersection without 
modifying the existing drainage, or they can be designed to provide additional 
sidewalk width for increased pedestrian use or street furniture. The effects are 
increased pedestrian comfort and safety at the intersection. 
Advantages: 

o Encourages a safer pedestrian environment by providing a shorter 
crossing distance 

o Through and left-turn movements are easily negotiable by large vehicles 
o Prevents parking too close to intersections 
o Opportunity for landscaping and improved aesthetics 

Disadvantages: 
o Effectiveness is limited by the absence of vertical deflection 
o Difficult for right-turning emergency vehicles 
o Increased cost for maintenance of landscaping 
o May require cyclists to briefly merge with vehicular traffic 

 
12 Choker 

 
Chokers are curb extensions at mid-block locations, whereas bulbouts are at 
intersection locations. Chokers reduce the roadway width by widening the 
sidewalk or planting strip. The presence of curb extensions reduces speeds 
when drivers experience the physical 
perception of a narrow roadway. The curb 
extensions may consist of concrete 
curbing, a line of bollards or any other 
obstruction deemed appropriate. When 
using bollards or any other obstruction, 
the spacing of these objects should be 
between four (4) and six (6) feet such that 
the opening is smaller than the width of a 
vehicle. If chokers are marked/striped as 
crosswalks, they also are called safe 
crosses. Chokers cause the roadway cross section to be narrower than the 
normal cross section. 
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